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RENEWED

FEATURE PLANTS

Japanese box 
Rosa ‘Seduction’

R. ‘Pierre de Ronsard’
Crassula ovata spp

Star jasmine
Asparagus fern

Boston ivy
Dipladenia ‘Rio Pink’

H G
RENOVATION SPECIAL

Heritage charmer
PARENTS’ RETREAT The ornate fire surround and  

tiles are original Victorian elements. Artwork by Rosetta 
Santucci. Pendant light, Custom Lighting. Around side 

table, Living Edge. Rug, Armadillo & Co. Armchair at right  
from Jardan; armchair at left is a family favourite.  

Local hero: Ezra coffee table, from $3060, Grazia & Co. 
ENTRY Framed in fragrant star jasmine, the decorative 

porch extends a warm welcome. Flanking the door are 
potted Crassula ovata ‘Gollum’ (left) and Crassula ovata. 

Artwork by Ben Lucas.  >

Spirit

A sympathetic restoration 
and thoughtful inclusions 

reinvigorated this 
Victorian-era home in 
Melbourne, setting its 

young-family owners up 
for a fabulous future.

STO RY  Tamarah Pienaar 
ST Y L I N G  Caroline Touzeau  

P H OTO G R A P H Y  Kirsten Bresciani
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As much as Rodney and Claire loved their hip 
inner-city warehouse conversion, its three-level 
layout and tiny courtyard weren’t really suited 
to life with small children (Amy, now 10, Emily, 
eight, and Sam, six). So when the couple spotted 

this Victorian-era abode in a neighbouring suburb, they 
thought they’d found the family home of their dreams. 

“The house was well presented and appeared to be in good 
condition,” says Claire. “But we soon discovered that the 
footings were collapsing and the roof leaked every time it 
rained. One day, a large section of the ceiling caved in, causing 
us great concern about the safety of the whole house.” 

The layout – four bedrooms and formal living room at the 
front of the single-storey home; separate kitchen, dining 
and living rooms at the rear – wasn’t ideal either, and there 
was a serious lack of storage. They sent an SOS to building  
and interior designer Jo McIntyre of Beautiful Home.  

Addressing the structural issues was the top priority, but 
the property’s heritage overlay presented further challenges. 
“A covenant issued in 1920 limited the building materials 
we could use to brick or stone and slate for the roof,” says 
Claire. “We had to petition the Supreme Court of Victoria 
to modify the covenant and allow us to use modern  > 

KITCHEN/DINING this page and opposite top Amy (left) and 
Emily take time out for a cuppa. At the centre of the Jardan dining 

table is a vintage brick mould planted with Senecio herreanus and 
Sedum ‘Little Missy’. Stools, Hay. Island bench in Caesarstone 
London Grey; wall-side benches and splashback in Quantum 
Quartz Alpine White. Vinyl-wrap cabinetry in Classic White, 

Polytec. Admira laminate cabinetry in Alabaster Oak, Duropal. 
Artwork by Rosetta Santucci. Designer buy: Taos pendant lights, 

$1415 each, Boyd Blue. EXTERIOR The bluestone path leads to 
the front door, which was relocated to the side of the home by 

previous owners. Landscaping by Botanica Garden Styling. 
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LIVING Sam and his sisters love spending time in the spacious  
living room. “It’s a wonderful place to sit, read, cuddle the cats 
[Milo and Frankie] and watch movies,” says Claire. Artworks  
by Jade Piltz (left) and Cathy Quinn. Sofa and floor lamp,  
Jardan. Hall runner and rug, Armadillo & Co. Coffee tables  
from a store that has now closed. CS planter (with fiddle-leaf fig),  
Luke Furniture. Stained Tasmanian oak flooring (throughout). 
Local hero: Charlie console, $1070, Temperature Design. 

materials, such as lightweight polystyrene blocks for the 
first-floor extension and Colorbond for the roof.”   

Structural hurdles cleared, Claire, Rodney and Jo set about 
planning a home that would suit the family now and well into 
the future. They came to the conclusion that a first-floor 
extension was the best solution: with bedrooms relocated 
upstairs, downstairs could be dedicated to family spaces.

Today, the front door opens to a hallway with parents’ 
retreat, main bedroom suite and wine room to the right; study 

and playroom to the left. At the end of the hall is a light-filled 
open-plan kitchen/dining/living room with views of the  
pool and newly landscaped garden. Upstairs are the three 
children’s bedrooms, family room and family bathroom. 

There’s oodles of storage in every room. “The built-in 
cabinetry was a significant part of the overall cost but it was 
money well spent – it makes a huge difference to the way  
we live,” says Claire. “Having dedicated space for schoolbags, 
shoes and coats in the laundry [located behind the kitchen  >  



THE 
PALETTE

Colorbond 
Monument (front 
door, guttering)

Dulux Tranquil 
Retreat 

(parents’ 
retreat)

Dulux Paving 
Stone (exterior 

render)
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AMY’S ROOM left High ceilings, decorative 
mouldings and plantation shutters are used 
throughout the extension, creating a harmonious  
link between old and new. Artworks by Jade  
Piltz. The armchair, from Matt Blatt, is now 
discontinued. Wall shelves, Lightly. Bookshelves, 
Ikea. Shutters, A/P Shutters & Blinds (throughout). 
SAM’S ROOM below The north aspect means  
the bedrooms are lovely and light – perfect for 
study and play. Muuto ‘Mini Stacked’ wall shelves, 
Surrounding. Storage cube, House of Orange.  
The bed is a revamped family piece. Bedlinen, 
Adairs Kids. Artworks by a family member  
(left) and Kristy Davidson. MAIN BEDROOM 
opposite Layers of texture deliver visual interest  
in the otherwise neutral space. Bed, Jardan.  
Bench, Great Dane. Bedside lamps, Coastal  
Living Sorrento. Quilt, Country Road. Smart  
buy: Running Free photographic print by Victoria 
Aguirre, from $285 (unframed), Pampa. ‘A M P L E  S T O R A G E  A L L O W S  U S  T O  B E  T I D I E R  A N D  M O R E  O R G A N I S E D ,  W H I C H  M E A N S  I  F E E L  M O R E 

R E L A X E D .  I  T H I N K  G O O D  S T O R A G E  I S  T H E  K E Y  T O  A  P E A C E F U L  H O M E .’  Claire, owner

This is the life
With three children, two cats and a dog in the 
home, useable, inviting and low-maintenance 
outdoor space was critical. “Being on a busy 
road, we also wanted to improve privacy, reduce 
noise and create a green border around the 
house,” says Claire. Relandscaping, retiling  
the pool, and building a covered deck to better 
connect the home with the garden has delivered 
everything the Piltzes were after and more.

kitchen and handy to a side entrance] helps keep the living 
areas organised and clutter-free. 

“Jo’s advice was incredibly practical and absolutely  
invaluable,” adds Claire. “In the upstairs bathroom, for 
example, the shower area can be closed off from the vanity, 
so one child can bathe while another does their hair or 
whatever – something that will be increasingly important as 
our kids become teens. We would never have thought of that.” 

Claire and Rodney decorated from scratch. “The furniture 
in our old home was smaller in scale and industrial in style,” 
says Claire, who worked with Jo and, more recently, Caroline 
Touzeau on the interiors. They introduced colour to the cool-
neutral backdrop through key furnishings and artworks. 
Modern design classics give the home a fresh feel without 
taking away from the heritage character.

“For us, renovating was well worthwhile,” says Claire. 
“Living here is an absolute pleasure and a privilege.”  >

Beautiful Home, Surrey Hills, Victoria; beautifulhome.
net.au. Caroline Touzeau Design, Melbourne, Victoria; 
carolinetouzeaudesign.com. 
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GROUND FLOOR

‘ W E  P L A N  T O  S TAY  I N  T H I S  H O M E  L O N G  A F T E R  
O U R  C H I L D R E N  H AV E  F I N I S H E D  S C H O O L  

A N D  M O V E D  O U T.’  Claire

THE LAYOUT

Bed

DECK Black labrador Hugo enjoys the shade in the 
covered outdoor dining zone. Dining setting, Jati. 
Sliding doors, Aspect Windows. POOL AREA below 
and opposite “The pool was originally tiled in a dark 
slate, which absorbed all the light,” says Claire. 
“The new blue tiles, from Coulson Tiles, reflect the 
light, making the pool and garden appear much 
bigger.” The water feature was also refreshed with 
Clancy stone cladding from Eco Outdoor. Pool 
fence, Frameless Impressions. Pavers, Better 
Exteriors. For Where to Buy, see page 190.

COME INSIDE!
For one day only, five of 
Melbourne’s finest homes  
with historical or design 
significance – including  
this fabulous home – will be 
open to the public as part  
of the 40th annual St Joseph’s 
Open Houses event, Sunday 
24 March. Tickets cost  
$50 (includes shuttle bus 
transport, afternoon tea and 
gift bag). openhouses.org.au

RENO SNAPSHOT 

Pivotal decision “Engaging 
Jo. Her style and approach 
was a perfect fit for us and 
that is why we have a home 
that we love,” says Claire.

Unexpected blowout  
“The pool pipework and 

equipment were damaged 
during the build and needed 

to be repaired/replaced.”
Splurge “We invested in 

artworks by our favourite 
artists. They bring us a lot of 

joy as well as colour and 
warmth to the home.”

Save “Project-managing the 
build ourselves. It was pretty 

straightforward as our 
builder, Devlin Mees Builders, 

was outstanding, and Jo 
made herself available  

to help with any challenges.” 
Words of wisdom “Seek 

personal recommendations 
for all contractors.”  #
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